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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Today's date is 

December 5, 2001. The time is 12:15 in the 

afternoon. This is Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly 

of the New York City Fire Department. I'm 

conducting an interview with the following 

individual: Lawrence Monachelli, Lieutenant, 
assigned to the R and D unit of the New York City 

Fire Department at the R and D unit's location at 

59 Page Avenue, Brooklyn, New York regarding the 

events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Lieutenant Monachelli will now give a 
description of his actions on September 11, 2001. 

A. I was working my normal shift at the R and D 
unit, when we saw on one of the TV channels that a 
plane had hit the World Trade Center. We immediately 
began loading some of our equipment; life saving ropes, 
some of our life belts. We have rebar cutters, some 
hurst tools and portable lighting, in anticipation of 
going to the World Trade Center. We were loading the 
van when the second plane hit. We immediately geared 
up and put extra Scott bottles and proceeded through 
the Midtown Tunnel, via Lexington Avenue to the world 
Trade Center. 


On arrival at the World Trade Center, we were 
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putting our gear on, donning our masks, just about to 
walk over to building 5. We were on the corner of 
Church and Vesey, when tower two I believe it was, 
began to collapse. We ran up Vesey Street. I ran into 
the lobby of 20 Vesey Street and stayed there until the 
building came completely down. 

After about 15 minutes waiting in the lobby, 
maybe 10 minutes waiting in the lobby of 20 Vesey, I 
went back to our vehicle, which was still parked on the 
corner of Church and Vesey, regrouped with the other 
members of R and D; Lieutenant Stein, Firefighter 
Johnson and Firefighter Stein, where we regrouped and 
immediately started to perform a search and rescue for 
members. 

Some of the members didn't have their masks 
on. We went back and got bottles out of our van, 
proceeded to put our masks on and at this time, we were 
walking again down Vesey Street towards building 5 
towards the tower, and the second tower began to 
collapse. We all ran for cover. I again went to 20 
Vesey Street where the lobby door had been locked, but 
the glass was broken. Proceeded to go into 20 Vesey 
and waited until tower one collapsed. I was with 


Civilians and a couple of police officers. 
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We stayed there for about 15 minutes again. 
Came back out. I couldn't get out that door. We had 
to go out a rear door because our entrance was 
blocked. We went out through the rear door of 20 Vesey 
and made our way down again to Church and Vesey, trying 
to look for some of the members of the R and D unit. 

We couldn't find anybody. I had a handy talky, but 
transmissions were -- it was impossible to get on the 
air at the time. 

I proceeded down Church, where there were 
several reports of people trapped, but you couldn't 
find anybody. When I got to the Vista Hotel, there was 
a member asking for assistance with moving a Lieutenant 
from EMS in the basement of this hotel, which we went 
in. We found the member, he was a Lieutenant, again 
from EMS, I'm not sure what unit he was from. We put 
him on a backboard and carried him up the stairs and to 
a waiting police boat on the west side. 

The police boat took him over to, I believe 
it was Liberty Island or one of the -- I can't remember 
what island it was at the time, but they had a hospital 
set up or a triage center set up over there. There was 
also a member of Ladder 10 on that boat. I took a ride 


over with the police to the other side and came back. 
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I proceeded up again west towards Church and 
Vesey where I met Lieutenant Stein and the other 
members of the unit, where we performed search and 
rescue, pretty much the rest of the day. We gave out 
as many search ropes as we could and rebar cutters and 
lights and lanterns and did whatever we could to assist 
in any search and rescue efforts. 

We left the -- I guess the Trade Center about 
9 p.m. that night. That's about it. 

Q. This is Chief Kemly again. At this time I 
want to ask you some questions. When you say we 
responded from quarters, who did you respond with? 

A. I responded with Lieutenant Stein at the 
time. Firefighter Johnson and Firefighter Stein, all 
assigned to the R and D unit. 

Q. When you arrived you said you went to Vesey 
and West? 


A. Vesey and Church. 


Q. Vesey and Church. Is that where you wound up 
parking? 

A. Yes, right on the corner there. 

Q. Did you see any other units when you arrived? 

A. I believe Engine Company 226 was on our 


corner. I'm not sure. We do have a few photos. 
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Q. Did you see any other units at any time 
besides that? 

A. Not Fire Department units. Police units 
mostly were around us. 

Q. Your actions before the second tower came 
down were basically finding your own men? 

A. Looking for my own men and search and rescue, 
and anybody we could help out. 

Q. Did anybody inform you as to where the 
command post was located to begin with? 

A. Not at that time, no. 

Q. Before the both towers came down, you had 
responded on your own and you didn't see any units 
other than 226? 

A. At that time, no. 

Q. What location did you see 226 at? 

A. Right on the corner of Church and Vesey, 
opposite of Saint Pauls Church. 

Q. Prior to the first collapse? 

A. They had a hydrant, right. 

BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: That concludes the 


interview. Thank you very much. 


